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PIEMONTE REPORT 2015/16 

Barolo & Barbaresco 
(with a few extra noteworthy wines) 

This is the first comprehensive Piemonte Report that I have ever written. lt is the 
result of exhaustive tastings in Piemonte in November 2014. This Report will not 
be published electronically. I have decided to print 1000 booklets to send out to 
my faithful followers and also to give to wineries who were kind enough to submit 
samples. 

I will be travelling to Piemonte in November 2015 to taste every new release again 
and then I will add these notes to this list. lt is these combined notes which I will then 
publish electronically on matthewjukes.com and they will be able to be bought and 
downloaded as a pdf by anyone, anywhere in the world. 

In subsequent years I will add more and more notes on new vintage releases to these 
inaugurai entries as well as photos and additional information covering all of the 
important producers in the region. 

This means that my annual Piemonte Report will differ from all of my other initiatives 
which are generally annual / en primeur or time-specific snapshots. 

lt is my intention that my Piemonte Report becomes a valuable reference point tor 
those of you who are, like me, fascinated by the Nebbiolo grape. 
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201 O Vietti, Barbera d'Asti La (rena H 
La (rena was mainly planted in 1932 and 1935 and there is a new part which is used 
for Tre Vigne Barbera d'Asti, too. This was Vietti's first foray into a new region with this 
wine. La (rena is a much more classically balanced style of Barbera and this wine is 
aged for one extra year before release. There is a lovely nose here and it is much more 
classic, silky, long and blackberry-imbued. AII in all it is a sexier style, with lovely 
power under the silkiness. The label has a bull on it and so while it is on the attractive 
side and is already delicious now, the bull is a reminder that this Barbera is stil I on the 
more structured side of the fence. 17.5/20 

201 O Vietti, Barolo Brunate H 
This wine comes from La Morra, but it doesn't say this on the label. Beautiful, balanced 
and very smooth on the nose with pure dark fruit and very little apparent oak, there 
are no astringent notes here whatsoever. On the palate the fruit is suave but not overly 
complex. This is a smooth, pure wine with good persistence and long, smooth tannins. 
lt is a little dry, but these tannins sit outside the fruit, not in the middle. Lovely, classy 
and relatively forward, this is an early-drinking Barolo and these are few and far 
between. 17 .5/20 

201 O Vietti, Barolo Ravera Hf 
This Cru is usually blended away into the estate wine, but in 201 O it looked so good 
that they made it as a standalone Cru. They only made 3200 bottles. Ravera is situated 
on the border of the Novello commune. Pure, forward, but without the complexity of 
the other Crus, this is an easy wine to understand and it's a very welcoming style with 
superb polish. Nota very long-lived wine, but a pretty one nevertheless. 18+/20 

201 O Vietti, Barolo Lazza rito Hf 
From Serrai unga d'Alba, Lazzarito is a wild flower-scented wine with distinct rose petal 
notes. The stunning aromatics are very alluring and complex. There are some darker, 
brooding notes and more power under the bonnet but still nota heavyweight style of 
Barolo. Long and smooth the dusty tannins and latent power are here, but this is very 
composed, calm, cool wine and it has delightful red cherry notes which refresh the 
finish. 18+/20 
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201 O Vietti, Barolo Rocche di Castiglione Hf 
This Cru is wilder and rather more herbal and smoky with meaty, savage notes on the 
nose over a much grainier, tannic chassis. lt still does not possess the drying tannins 
of many, which is a relief, but it seems a little shorter than some of the others because 
it closes down rather than rolls on. This is just a sign of youth. Going back to the glass 
the fruit, which is on the red side, still lingers hauntingly making this a fascinating and 
delicious wine. 18+/20 

2007 Vietti, Barolo Villero Riserva fH 
Very intense and powerful with heightened aromatics this is a powerful, dense, exotic 
wine with a strong scent, powdery tannins and sensational length. This is a very oaky 
wine but the oak is perfectly integrated into the whole and it is also very expressive. 
This wine comes from Vietti's most important vineyard in their home village of 
Castiglione Falletto. The vines are around 45 years old and it is a higher altitude site 
than many. Spectacular, exotic and theatrical, this wine has amazing poise and depth, 
particularly bearing in mind the vintage 19+/20 

Virna - Barolo 
www.virnabarolo.it 

201 O Virna, Barolo H 
This wine promises some fruit on the nose and it delivers it in a rather mean way - it is 
there, but flanked by very sour tannin and dank oak. lt will age smoothly, but I venture 
that these elements will never allow it to ever sing, as it should. 16+/20 

201 O Virna, Barolo del Comune di Barolo H 
Anice nose and a decent level offlavour and ba lance. The tannins are very sour, but 
the fruit can cope with it and it has a certain herbal freshness which helps on the back 
palate, too. Pretty good. 17++/20 

201 O Virna, Barolo Cannubi Boschis Hf 
More depth and fruit sweetness (as one would hope), but no more true complexity, this 
is a competent and accurate wine with a decent finish and nice bright cherry fruit from 
the kick off. The oak is a bit too resinous but it will calm down. 17.5++/20 
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